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AJESLIIES 
DECLARA TION 


To all His loving Subjects of His Kingdom of 
England and Dominion of Wales, 


Concerning 


ECCLESIASTICALL 


AFFAIRS: 


CHARLES R. 


DW much the Peace of the State is con⸗ 
H cerned in the Peace of the Church, and 


how difficult a thing it is to pꝛeſerve ©2- 
der and Government in Civil, whileſt there is no 


Oder oz Government in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, 
is evident to the Woꝛld; and this little part of the 
Woꝛld, Dur own Domintons, hath had ſo late ex⸗ 
perience of it, that we map very well acquteſte in 
the Concluſion, without enlarging Pur ſelf in dil⸗ 
courle upon it, it being a ſubject Me Have had kre⸗ 
quent occaſion to contemplate upon, and to la⸗ 
ment, abzoad as well as at Home. 

In Dur Letter to the Speaker of the Houſe of 
Commons from Breda, Me declareb how much woe 
delired the an and Pꝛopagation of the 


Pꝛo⸗ 
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Pꝛoteſtant Religion; That netiher the nnkindneſs 
of thoſe ofthe ſame Faith towards Us, noꝛ the Ct- 
vilities and obligations from thoſe of a contrary 
Pꝛofeſſion (of both which we Have Had abundant 
evidence) could in the leaſt degree ſtartle Us, oz 
make Us ſwerve from it, and that nothing can be 
pꝛopoſed to manifeſt Dar Zeal and Affection fo} 
it, to Which We will not readily conſent ; And We 
ſaid then, that We did hope in due time, Our Self 
to pzopole ſomewhat foꝛ the Pꝛopagation of it, 
that will ſatisſe the wozld, that We have always 
made it both Our Care and Pur Studp, and have 
enough obſerved what is moſt like to bzing diſad⸗ 
vantage to it. And the truth is, We do think Our 
Self the moze competent to pꝛopoſe, and with 
Gods alſiſtance to determine many things now in 
difference, from the time Me have ſpent, and the 
experience We have had in molt of the Refozmed 
Churches av:0oad, in France, in the Low- Countries, 
and in Germany, Where Me have had frequent Con⸗ 
ferences, with the moſt learned men, who Have 
unanimouſly lamented the great Kepzoach the 
Pꝛoteſtant Religion undergoes from the diſtem- 
pers and too notozious Schilms in matters cf 
Religton in England: And as the moſt learned a- 
mongſt them have always with great Submil- 
ſion and Reverence acknowledged and magnified 
the eſtabliſhed Government ofthe Church of Eng- 
land, and the great countenance and ſhelter the 
Pꝛoteſtant Religion received from it, befo:e theſe 
unhappy times; So many of them have with 
great Ingenuity and Soꝛrow confelled that they 
were too eaſily miſled by mil; inkoꝛmation and pꝛe⸗ 
judice into {ome dil⸗eſteem of it, as if it had coo 
much compiped with the Church of Rome; Where⸗ 
as they now acknowledge it to be the beſt Fence 
God hach yet raiſed againſt Popery in the oy ; 
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And wer a aded they do with great zeal 


wiſh it reſtoꝛed to its old Dignity and Ueneration. 

When we were in Holland, We were attended 
by many grave and learned Miniſters from hence, 
who were looked upon as the moſt able and pꝛinci⸗ 
pal Aſlertozs of the Pꝛesbyterian opinions, with 
whom we had as much Conference, as the multt- 


tude of Affairs, which were then upon Us, would 


permit Us to have; and to Our great Satisfactt- 
on and Comfozt found them Perſons full of Aﬀectt- 
on to Us, of Zeal foz the Peace of the Church and 
State, and neither Enemies (as they have been gi⸗ 
ven out to be) to E piſcopacp, oꝛ Liturgy, but mo- 
deſtly to deſire ſuch alterations in either, as without 


ſhaking Foundations, might beſt allay the pꝛeſent 


diſtempers, which the Indiſpoſition of the time, and 
the tenderneſs ok ſome mens Conſciences had con- 
tracted; Fo2 the better doing whereof , We did in- 


tend, upon Dur firlt arrival in this Kingdom to 


call a Synod of Divines, as the moſt pꝛoper expe⸗ 
dient to pꝛovide a pꝛoper remedy foꝛ all thoſe diffe- 
rences and dil⸗ſatisfactions which had oz ſhould a- 
riſe in matters of Religion; and in the mean time, 
We publiſhed in Pur Declaration from Breda a Li⸗ 
berty to tender Conſcientes, and that no man ſhould 
be diſquieted o2 called in queſtion foꝛ differences of 
opinion in matter of Religion, which do not diſturb 
the Peace of the Kingdom, and that We ſhall be rea⸗ 
dy to conſent to ſuch an Act of Parliament as upon 
mature deliberation ſhall be offered toUs, foz the 
full granting that Indulgence. 
Whileſt we continued in this temper of mind and 
Reſolution, and have fo far complyed with the 
perlwaſion of particular Perſons, and the diſtem⸗ 
per of the time, as to be contented with the exerciſe 
of Our Religion in Our _ Chappel, co 
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to the conſtant practice and Laws eſtabliſhed; with- 
out enjoyning that practice, and the obſervation of 
thoſe Laws in the Churches of the Kingdom; in 
Which we have undergone the Cenſure of many, 
as if Me were without that Zeal fo: the Church 
which we ought. to Have, and which by Gods 
grace, We ſhall always retein; we have found 
Our Self not ſo candidly dealt with as we Have 
deſerved, and that there are unqutet and reſtleſs 
Spirits, who without abating any of their own di⸗ 
ſtemper in recompente of the Moderation they finde 
in Us, continue their bitterneſs againſt the Church, 
and endeavo? to raiſe Jealouſies of Us, and to leſ- 
{en our Reputation by their Nepꝛoaches, as if We 
were not true to the Pꝛofeſſions e Have made: 
And in oꝛder thereunto, they have very unſeaſonably 
cauſed to be pꝛinted, publiſhed x diſperſed thzough- 
out the Kingdom a Declaration Heretofoze- pꝛinted 
in Our Name during the time of Our being in Scot- 
land, of Which We ſhall ſay no moze than that the 
Circumſtances by which We were cnfozced to ſigne 
that Declaration, are enough known to the World; 
And that the woꝛthieſt and greateſt part of that 
Nation did even then deteſt and abhoz the ill uſage 
of Us in that partitular, when the ſame Tyranny 
was exerciſed there by the power of a few ill men, 
which at that time Had ſpꝛead it (elf over this King- 
dom, and therefoze We had no reaſon to expect that 
We ſhould at this ſeaſon, when We are doing all 
We can to wipe out the memozy of all that hath 
been done amils by other men, and, We thank God; 
Have wiped it out of Dur own remembꝛance, have 
been Our Self aſſaulted with thoſe Repzoaches, 
which We will Ukewiſe foꝛget. : 
Sinte the Pzinting this Declaration, ſeveral ſc- 
ditions Pamphlets and Quzrcs have been publiſt 
| c 


—— — 


|; 


. 


; | (7) VE 1 

ed and ſcattered abꝛoad, to infuſe, diſlike, and Jea⸗ 
louſies into the hearts of the People, and of the Ar- 
my, and lome who ought rather to Have repented 


22 
2. 
as 


the fozmer miſchief they have wꝛought, than to 


have endeav092ed to impꝛove it, Have had the hardi⸗ 
neſs to publiſh,that the Doctrine of the Church, a- 
gainſt which no man with whom We have confer- 
red hath excepted, ought to be rekoꝛmed as well as 

the Diſcipline. pF: 
This over-paſſtonate and turbulent way of pꝛo⸗ 
ceeding , and the Impatience Me finde in many foz 
ſome ſpeedy determination in theſe matters, where- 
by the minds of men may be compoſed , & the i*eace 
of the Church eſtabliſhed , Hath pꝛevailed with Us, 
to invert the method We had propoſed to Our 
Selk, and even in oꝛder to the better calling and 
compoſing of a Spnode (which the preſent Jealou⸗ 
ſies will hardly agree upon) by the aſſiſtance of 
Gods bleſſed Spirit, which We datly (invoke and 
ſupplicate, to give ſome determination Dur Selk to 
the matters indifference, until ſuch a Synod may 
be called, as may without paſſion oꝛ pꝛejudice, give 
Vs ſuch farther aſſiſtance towards a perfect union 
of Aﬀections, as well as ſubmiſſion to Authoztty, 
as is neceſſary: And we are the rather induced to 
take this upon Us, by finding upon the full Confe- 
rence We have had with the learned men of ſeveral 
perſwaſians, that the miſchieks, under which both 
the Church and State do at pꝛeſent ſuffer , do not 
reſult: from any fozmed Doctrine oz Concluſion 
Which either Party maintains oꝛ avows, but from 
the Paſſſon and Appetite and Jntereſt of particu- 
lar Perſons,who contract greater pꝛejudice to each 
other, from thole Aﬀections, than would naturally 
riſe from their Opinions; and thoſe diſtempers 
mult be in ſome degree ailayed,befoze the meeting in 
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a Spnod can be attended with better ſucceſs , than 
their meeting in other places,and their diſcourſes in 
Pulpits have hitherto been; and tili all thoughts of 
Uictozy jare laid aſide, the humble and neceſſary 
thoughts fo: the Uindication of Truth cannot be 
enough entertained. | | 
e muſt fo: the hono! of all thoſe of either per- 
ſwaſion with whom We have conferred, declare, 
That the Pꝛofeſſions and Deſires of all foꝛ the ad- 
vancement of Plety and true Godlineſs, are the 
ſame; their Pzofeſſions of Zeal foꝛ the Peace of the 
Church, the ſame ; of affection and Duty to Us, 

the ſame; They all appzove Epiſcopacy ; They all 
appꝛove a ſet fozm of Liturgy; and they all diſpꝛove 
and diſlike the · ſin of Sacriledge, and the Alienation 
of the Revenue of the Church; And if upon theſe 
excellent Foundations, in ſubmiſſion to which there 
is ſuch a harmony of Aﬀections , any Superſtru⸗ 
ctures ſhould be raiſed, ts the ſhaking thoſe Foun- 
dations, and to the contracting and leſſening the 
bleſſed gift of Charity, which is a vital part of Chzt- 
ſtian Religion , Ve ſhall think Our Self very un⸗ 
foztunate , and even ſuſpect that We are defective 

in that adminiſtration of Government with which 
God hath entruſted Us. 

We need not pzofels the high Aﬀection and eſteem 
We have fo; the Church of England as it is eſta⸗ 
bliſhedby Law; the Reverence to which hath ſup⸗ 
poꝛted us with Gods bleſſing, againſt many. tem- 

tations; noꝛ do We think that Reverence in the 

caſt degree diminiſhed by Our Condeſcentions, 

not peremptozily to inſiſt on ſome particulars of 
Ceremony, Which, however introduced by the Piet 
and Devotion, and Oꝛder of fozmer times, map no 

beſo agreeable to the pꝛeſent, but may e ven leſlen 

that Piety and Devotion, foz the A 
ered 
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whereof they might Happily be firſt introduced, and 
conſequently may Well be diſpenſed with; and we 
hope this charitable compliance of Ours will diſpoſe 
the mindes of all men to acheerful ſubmiſſion to that 
Authozity, the pꝛeſer vation whereof is ſo neceſſary 
fo: the Unity and Peace of the Church; and that 
they will acknowledge the ſuppoꝛt of the Epiſcopal 
Authozity, to be the beſt ſuppozt of Religion, by 


being the beſt means to contain the mindes of men 


within the Rules of Government: And they who 
would reſtrain 5 exerciſe of that holy function with⸗ 
in the Rules which were obſerved in the Pꝛimitive 
times,muſt remember + conſider, that the Eccleſiaſti⸗ 
cal Power being in thoſe bleſſed times always ſuboꝛ· 
dinate x ſubject to the Civil; it was llkewtſe pꝛopoꝛ⸗ 
tioned to ſuch an extent of Jurſsdiction as was moſt 
agreeable to that; And as the Sanctity and Sim- 
plicity, and Reſignation of that Age, did then refer 
many things to the Biſhops, which the policy of ſuc- 
ceeding Ages would not admit, at leaſt did other- 
wiſe pzovide foꝛ; fo it can be no repꝛoach to Pꝛimi⸗ 
tive Eptlcopacy,if where there have been great alte⸗ 
rations in the Civil Government, from what was 
then, there have been like wiſe ſome difference and al⸗ 
teration in the Eccleſiaſtical, the Eſſence and Foun- 
dation being ſtill preſerved, And upon this ground, 
without taking upon Us to cenſure the Government 
of the Church in other Countreys, where the Go⸗ 
vernment of the State is different from what it is 
here, oz enlarging Our Selt upon p Reaſons why, 
whileſt there was an Imagination of erecting a De- 


motratical Government here in the State, they 


(ould be willing to continue an Ariſtocratical Go- 
vernment in the Church: It ſhall ſuffice to ſay,that 
linceby the wonderful bleſſing of God, the hearts of 
this whole Nation are 838 to an * to 
| onar- 
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Monarchique Government in the State, it muſt be 
very reaſonable to ſuppoꝛt that Government in the 
Church which is eſtabliſhed by Law, and with 
which the Monarchy hath flouriſhed through ſo 
many Ages, and which is in truth as ancient in this 
Jſland as the Chziſttan Monarchy thereof; and 
which hath always in ſome reſpects oꝛ degrees been 
enlarged oꝛ reſtrained, as hath been thought moſt 
conducing to the Peace and Happinels of the King- 
dom; and therefoze We Have not the leaſt doubt 
but that the pꝛeſent Biſhops will think the pꝛeſent 
Conceſstons now made by Us to allay the pꝛeſent 
diſtempers, very juſt and reaſonable, and will very 
cheerfully conkoꝛm themſelves thereunto, | 
1, Me do in the firſt place Declare Dur purpoſe 
and Reſolution is and ſhall be, to pꝛomote the power 
of Godline ſs, to encourage the exerciſes of Religion 
both publique and pꝛivate, and to take care that the 
Lo2ds day be applied to holy exerciſes, without un- 
neceſſary divertiſements; and that inſufficient , ne- 
gligent, and ſcandalous Miniſters be not permitted 
in the Church; And that as the pzelent Biſhops 
are known to be men of great and exemplar Plety in 
their lives, which they have manifeſted in their no- 
tozious and unexampled Sufferings during theſe 
late diſtempers; and of great and known [uffictency 
of Learning; So we ſhall take ſpectal Care, by the 
aſliſtance of God, to pꝛefer no man to that Office and 
Charge, but men of Learning, Uirtue, and Plety, 
who may be themſelves the beſt examples to thoſe 
who are to be Governed by them; And We ſhall 
expect, and pꝛovide the beſt We can, that the Bt- 
(hops be frequent Pꝛeachers, and that they do very 
often Pꝛeach themſelves in ſome- Church of their 
Dlocels, except they be hindered by ſicknels, oꝛ other 
bodily infirmities, oꝛ ſome other „ 
ic 
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which ſhall not be thought juſtifable if it be fre- 
uent. 

. 2. Becauſe the Dioceſſes, eſpecially ſome of them, 
are thought to be of too large extent: We Will ap- 
point ſuch a Number of Suffragan Biſhops in eve⸗ 
ry Dtoceſs as ſhall be ſufficient foꝛ the due perfozm- 
ance of their woꝛk. | 

;, No Biſhop ſhall Oꝛdain, oꝛ exerciſe any part of 
Jurisdiction which appertains to the Cenſures of 
the Church, without the advice and aſſiſtance of the 
Presbyters; And no Lhancellozs, Commiſſaries, oz 
- Offictals,as ſuch, ſhall exerciſe any Act of Spiritual 
Jurtsdiction in theſe caſes (viz.) Excommunication, 
Abſolution, oꝛ wherein any of the Miniſterp are con⸗ 
cerned, With reference to their Paſtozal Charge; 
However Our intent and meaning is, to uphold and 
maintain the Pꝛofeſſion of the Civil Law ſo far and 
in ſuch matters as it hath been of uſe and pꝛactiſe 
within Pur Kingdoms and Dominions; Albeit as 
to Exconimunication, Our Will and Pleaſure ts, 
that no Chancelloz, Commiſſary, oz Offictal ſhall 
Decree any. Sentence of Excommuntcation 02 Ab- 
ſolutton, 02 be Judges in thoſe things wherein any 
of the Miniſtery are concerned, as is afozeſatd, Noz 
(hall the Arch-Deacon exerciſe any Purtsdiction 
without the advice and aſſiſtance of ſix Miniſters of 


his Arch-Deaconry, whereof thꝛee to be nominated . 


by the Biſhop, and thꝛee by the election of the majoꝛ 
part ot the Pzesbyters within the Arch-Deaconry. 

4, To the end that the Deans and Chapters may 
be the better fitted to affoꝛd Counſel and Aſſiſtance 
to the Biſhops, bath in Oꝛdination and the other 
NDffices mentioned befoze ;' We will take Care that 
thoſe pꝛeferments be given to the moſt Learned and 
Pious Pꝛesbpters of the Dioceſs; And mozeover, 
that an equal number (to thoſe ot the Chapter) oo 
f t 
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the moſt learned, pious, and diſcreet Pꝛesbpters ok 
the ſame Dioceſs,annually choſen by the majoꝛ vote 
of all the Pꝛesbyters of that Dioceſs pꝛeſent at ſuch 
Elections, ſhall be always adviling and aſſiſting, 
together with thoſe of the Chapter, in all Oꝛdina⸗ 
tions, and in every part of Jurisdiction which ap- 
pertains to the Cenſures of the Church, and at all 
other ſolemn and impoꝛtant Actions in the exerciſe 
of the Eccleſiaſtical Jurisdiction wherein any of 
the Miniſtery are concerned: Pꝛovided that at all 
ſuch meetings the number of » Miniſters ſo elected, 
and thoſe pꝛeſent of the Chapter ſhall be equal, anv 
not exceed one the other, and that to make thenum- 
bers equal, the Junioꝛs of the exceeding number be 
withdꝛawn that the moſt ancient may take place: 
No! ſhall any Suffragan Biſhop Oꝛdain oz exerciſe 
the foze⸗mentioned Offices and acts of Spiritual 
Juris diction, but with the advice and aſſiſtance of 
a ſufficient number of the moſt judicious and pious 
Pꝛesbyters annually choſen as afozeſaid within his 
Pꝛecincts: And Our Will is that the great wozk 
of Oꝛdination beconſtantly and ſolemnly perfozmed 
by the Biſhop and his afozeſaid Pꝛesbyterp, at the 
four ſet times and ſeaſons appointed by the Church 
foz that purpoſe, 

5. We will take Care that Confirmation be 
rightly and ſolemnly perfozmed, by the Pnfozma- 
tion and with the Conſent of the Miniſter of the 
place; who ſhall admit none to the Lozds Supper, 
till they have made a credible Pꝛofeſſion of their 
Faith, and pꝛomiſed Obedience to the Will of God; 
accoꝛding as is expꝛeſſed in the Conſiderations of 
the Rubzick befoze the Catechiſm; And that all 
poſſible diligence be uſed fo2 the Inſtruction and 
Refozmation of ſcandalous Offenders, whom the 
Miniſter ſhall not ſaffer to partake of the — 1 
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they have openly declared thent- 


nominated by the Wiſhop of the Dioceſs) toge- 
ther with The oꝛ four Miniſters of that 
Deanery, choſen by the majoꝛ part of all the 
Miniſters within the ſame, fhall mert once in 
every moneth, toreceive ſuch Complaints as 
U be pꝛeſented to them by the Miniſters v2 
urch-Wardens of the r . Parithes ; 
and allo to compoſe all ſuch differences betWirt 
Party any Party, as ſhall be referred unto 
em by way of Arbitration, and to convince 
fenders, and retoꝛm all ſuch things as they 
finde amiſs by their Paſtozal Repzoofs and Ad⸗ 
fuch AJarters as they huhn br this Pa 
uc er yep cannot ts 

and Perlwalive way compoſe and refozm, are 
8 red toꝛ, and pꝛeſented to the 
Biſhop; at which meeting any other Miniſters 
of that Deanery, may, it they pleaſe, be pꝛe⸗ 
ſent and alſiſt. Moꝛeover, the Rural Dean 
and his Alliſtants are in their reſpective Diviſi⸗ 
ons to {fo that the childꝛen and younger loꝛt be 
carefully inſtructed by thereſpective:Miniſters. 
of every Parith, in the Gzoun ds of Chriſtian 
Religion, and be able to give a gad-account of: 
their Faith and Knowledge, and allo of their 
Chꝛiſtian Converſation confoꝛmable thereun⸗ 
to, befoze they be confirmed by the Biſhop, oz 
| | DD admitted 
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admitted to the Sacrament of the Toꝛd's 
Supper. | | 

6. Mo Wiſhop shall exerciſe any Arbitrary 
Power, oꝛ do oz inipolc any thing upon the 
Clergy oꝛ the People, but What is accozding 
to the known Law of the Land, 

7. We are very glad to find, that all with 
whom we have conferred, do in their Pudge- 
ments app2ove a Liturgy, o2 ſet Foꝛm of Pub⸗ 
lick Morſhip, to be Lawful ; which in Dur 
Judgement, fo2 the pꝛelſervation of Unity, and 
Unifoꝛmity, We conceive to be very neceſſary: 
And though we do eſteem the Liturgy of the 
Church of England, conteined in the Book of 
Coumion Pꝛaper, and by Law eſtabliſhed, to 
be the beſt We have ſeen ; And We believe that 
t have ſeen all that are extant and uſed in this 
pat ot the MNoꝛld, aud well know what Reve- 
rence mot or the Refozmed Churches, oꝛ at leaſt 
the: moſt Learned men in thoſe Churches have 
fovit; Pet inte Te find ſome exceptions made 
agaiuft ſeveral things therein, We will appoint 
an equal number of Learned Divines of both 

rlwaſious, to re⸗view the lame, and to make 

Alterations as ſhall be thought moſt ne- 
cefſary ; . and' ſome additional Founs (in tht, 
Scripture phzaſc, as near as may be) ſuited: 
unto the nature of the ſeveral parts of Wo2- 
ſhip; and chat it veleft to the Miniſters choice 
to uſe one oꝛ other at his diſcretion. In the 
mean time; and till this be done, although 
ue do heartily wich and deſire, that the Mi- 
niſters in their ſeveral Churches, becauſe they 
difirke-ſome Clauſcs and Erpreſsions, would 
not totally lay aſide the uſe of the Book of 

BEE Common 
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Common Þ2aycr, but read thole parts againſt 
which tyere can be no exception, Which would 
be the beit inſtance of declming thoſe marks of 
diſtinction, Which We fo much labour and de⸗ 


atoꝛetdid. | | 
8. Laſtly, Concerning Ceremomes, which 
have adnuniſtred ſo much matter of difference 
and contention, and which have been intro- 
duced by the Wiſdom and Authozty of the 
Church, foꝛ edification, and the inipzovement 
of Piety: Ie ſhall ſay no moze, but that We 
have the moze eſteem of all, and Reverente foz 
man ot them, by having been pꝛelent in many 
of thole Churches where they are moſt aboliſh⸗ 
ed, 02 diſcountenanced; And it cannot be 
doubted, but that, as the Univerſat Church 
cannot introduce one Ceremony in the Moꝛſhip 
ot. God, that is contrary to Gods Moꝛd cxpꝛel⸗ 
led jn the Sdripture; o every. National 
Church, with the Appꝛobation and Conſent 
of the 'Soveraign Power, map, and hath al⸗ 
ways introduced ſuch particular Ceremonies, 
ads itu that conjuntture of time are thought moſt. 
pꝛoper toꝛ ediſitationand the necefſary impꝛove⸗ 
ment ot Piety and Drvotion in the People, 
though the neceflary pzactice thereof cannot be 
-dedaced from Scripture; And that which be- 
to2eWas,andin it ſelf ismDdiffetent, ceaſes to be 
indifferent, atter it is once eſtabliſged by Law: 
And therefoze Our pzeſent Conſideration and 
Wotzk'ts, to gratiſie the pꝛivate Confriences o 
| thole 
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thoſe who are grieved with the uſe of ſome Ce= 
remonies, by induiging to, and diſpencing with 


their omitting thoſe Ceremonies ; not utterly 


to aboliſh any which are Eſtabliſhed by Law, 
(if any are pꝛactiſed contrary to Law, the ſame 
ſhallceaſe) which would be unjuſt, and of ill 
crample; and to impoſe upon the Conſcience of 
ſome, foꝛ the ſatisfacttronof the Conſcience of o⸗ 
thers, which is otherWiſe pꝛovided foꝛ. As it 
could not be reaſonable that men ſhould expect, 
that We ſhould Dur Selk decline, oꝛ enjopn o⸗ 


thers to do ſo, to receive the Bleſſed Sacrament 


upon Our Knees, Which in Pur Conſcience 1s 
the moſt humble, moſt devout, and moſt _ 
ble poſture foꝛ that Holy Duty, [becauſe ſome o⸗ 
ther men, npon reaſons beſt, if not only know 
to themſelves, chooſe rather to do it fitting oꝛ 
ſtanding : We ſhall leave all deciſions and de⸗ 
terminations of that kinde, if they ſhall be 
thought neceſſary fo2 a perfect and entire Uni- 


the advice of a National: Dyno 
dulycalled, after a little time, and. a mutual 
Converſation between perſons of different per⸗ 
ſwaſions, hath mollified choſe diſtempers, a- 
bated thoſe ſharpnefſes; and extinguiſhed thoſe 
jealouſies which make men unfit foꝛ thole Con⸗ 
ſultations; And upon ſuch advice, We chall 
uſe Our beſt endeavour. that ſuch Laws may 
be eſtabliſhed, as may beſt pꝛovide foꝛ the Peace 
of the Church and State. Pꝛovided that none 
ſhall be demed the Sacrament ot the Toꝛd s 
Supper, though they do not ut the geſture of 
kneeling in the Act of reteib mg.. pi 


In the mean tune, out of Compaſsiau and 


Compliance towards thoſe who:Wwould: * 
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ty and Unifozmity thzoughout the ation, to 
Synod, wikch ſhati be 


- vided, that this liberty do not e to Bus 
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the Croſs in Baptiſm, We are content that no 
man ſhall ve compelled to uſc the ſame, oꝛ ſuffer 
foꝛ not doing it: But if any Parent deſire to 
have his Childe Chꝛiſtened accozding to the 
Fozm uſed, and the Mmiſter will not uſe the 
Sign, it ſhall be lawful fo2 that Parent to 


p2ocure another Minſter to do it: And k 
the proper Miniſter ſhall refuſe to omit 


that Ceremony of the Trols, it (hall be law⸗ 
ful foꝛ the Parent, who would not have his 
Childe ſo Baptiſed, to pꝛocure another Mini⸗ 
ter to do it, who will do it accoꝛding to his 
re. 5 
No man ſhall be compelled to bow at the 
Nameof ] Es US, o2 ſuffer in any deg2ee fo2 not 
doing it, without repzoaching thole who out 
of their Devotion continue that ancient Cere⸗ 
mony ot the Church. | 
Foz the uſe of the Surplice » We are con⸗ 
tentedthatail inen be left to their liberty to do 
as they ſhall think fit, without ſuffering in the 
leaſt degꝛer fo2 wearing 02 not wearing it; 


own Chappel, Cathedzal, 02 Collegiate 
Churches, oꝛ to any Colledge in either of Pur 
Univerlties ; but that the ſeveral Statutes 
and Cuſtoins foꝛ the ule thereof in the ſaid pla- 
ces, be there obſerved as fozmerly. 

And becauſe ſome men, otherWiſe pious and 
learned, ſay, They cannot confozm unto 
Subſcription required by the Canon, noꝛ ta 
the Path of Canonical Obedience; We are 
content, and it is Our Will and Pleaſure, (fo 
they take the Daths of Allegiance and Supze- 
mary) that they ſhall receive Oꝛdination, Ju- 
ſtitution, and Induction, 14 ſhall be permitted 
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to exertile their Function , aud ts enjoy the 
Pꝛofits of their Livings, Without the laid 
Subſcription o2 Dath of Canomcal Obedi⸗ 
ence : And mozcover, That no Perſons in 
the Univerſities ſhall -fo2 the want of ſuch 
Subſcription be Hindered it the taking ot 
their Degzrg. Laſtly, That none be judged 
to fozfeit his Preſentation oꝛ Benefice, 02 be 
depꝛived of it, upon the Statute of the Thir- 
trenth of Queen Elizabeth , Chapter the 
Twelfth, ſo he read and declare his aſſent to 
all the Articles of Religion, Which onely 
concern the Confeſſion of the true Chuſtian 
Faith, and the Doctrine of the Sacraments - 
compꝛiſed in the Book of Articles in the ſaid 
Statute mentioned. In a woꝛd, We do again 
renew what We have f62merly ſaid in Pur 
Declaration from Breda, foꝛ the liberty of tender 
Conſciences, that no man ſhall be diſquieted oꝛ 
called in queſtion foꝛ differences of Opinion in 
matters of Beligion, Which do not diſturb the 
Peace of the Kingdom; and if any have bern 
Diſturbed in that kinde ſince Our arrival here, 
i ey not p2occfded from any Direction of 
urs. 

Loconclude,and1n this place to explain what 
We mentioned befoze, and laid in Our Let- 
ter to the Houſe of Commons from Breda; 
That Me hoped in due time, Our Self to pꝛo⸗ 
pole lomewhat fo2 the P2opagation of the 

zoteſtant Religion , that will fatisfe the 
cad, that We Have always made it 
both Our 'Care and Dur Study, and have 
enough obſerved what is moſt like to bzing 
diſadvantage to it: We do conjure all Dur 
Loving Subjects to acquielce in, and _ to 

his 
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this Dur Declaration concerning-thole aiffer- 
ences Which have ſo much diſquieted the Nati- 
on at home, and given. fuch offence to the Pꝛo⸗ 
teſtant Churches abꝛoad, and bꝛought ſuch 
repꝛoach upon the Pꝛoteſtant Religion in gene⸗ 
rat, from the euenues thereot; as if daz ob⸗ 
ſcure notions oł Faith and Fancy, it did admit 
the pꝛactice ok Chaiſtian Duties and Obedience 
to be diſcountenanced and lulpended, and in⸗ 
troduce a Licence in Opinions and Manners; 
to the pꝛejudice of the Chꝛiſtian Faith. And 
let Us all endeavoꝛ, and emulate each otger in 
thole endeavoꝛs, to countenance and advance 
the Pꝛoteſtant Religion abꝛoad, which will be 
beſt done by ſuppozting the Dignity and Re- 
verence due to the belt Befozmed Pꝛoteſtant 
Church at home; and which being once fred 
from the Calumnies and Repzoaches it hath 
undergone from thele late ill times, will be the, 
belt ſhelter fo2 thole abꝛoad, which will by that 
Countenance both be the better pꝛotected againſt 
their enemies, and be the moze ealily induced 
to compoſe the differences amongſt themlelves, 
which give or enemies maze advantage a⸗ 
gainſt them: And We hope and expect that all 
men will hencefozward fozbear to vent any ſuch 
Doctꝛine in the Pulpit, oꝛ to endeavoꝛ to work 
in ſuch manner upon the Aﬀections of the 
People, as may diſpoſe then to an ill opinion 
of Us and the Government; and to diſturb 
the Peace of the Kingdom. Uhich if all men 
Will in their ſeveral Uocations endeavoz to 
preſerve with the ſame Affection and Zeal We 
Dur Selk will do; all Dur good Subjects 
will by Gods blelſing upon Us enjoy as great 
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Given at Our Court at Whitehall this 
| Twedty fifth day of Offober. 1660. 
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LONDON: 
1 by Fobs Bill and * Barker, 
n the KINGS Excellent 
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